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Set – 1


Q1. Critically examine the evolution of the English language from Old English to Modern English, highlighting the major linguistic, historical, and cultural influences that shaped its development. Discuss with suitable examples from each period. 5*2	
Ans 1.
Evolution of English from Old English to Middle English 
Old English Period (c. 450–1100 AD)
The evolution of English begins with Old English, a language brought to Britain by the Anglo-Saxons: the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes. Old English was heavily influenced by Germanic roots, and its vocabulary and grammar reflected the structure of Germanic languages. It was a highly inflected language, meaning that word endings conveyed grammatical meaning. Examples include “hwæt,” “cyning,” “wīf,” and “stān.” The famous epic Beowulf is an excellent representation of Old English, featuring strong Germanic 
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Q2. Distinguish between main (independent) and subordinate (dependent) clauses with suitable examples. How do different types of subordinate clauses—noun, adjective, and adverb clauses, contribute to sentence variety and precision?	5*2	
Ans 2.
Main (Independent) and Subordinate (Dependent) Clauses 
Main Clause
A main clause is a group of words containing a subject and a verb that can stand alone as a complete sentence. It expresses a complete thought. For example:
“She completed her assignment.”
Here, “She” is the subject and “completed” is the verb; the clause makes complete sense independently. Main clauses often form the central idea of a sentence, and subordinate 


Q3. Write short notes on the following with examples:
(a) Adverbs of frequency
(b) Inversion with adverbs
(c) Prepositions of place
(d) Compound prepositions 2.5*4	
Ans 3.
(a) Adverbs of Frequency 
Adverbs of frequency tell us how often an action takes place. They include words like always, usually, often, sometimes, rarely, and never. These adverbs are used to describe habitual actions or repeated events. For example:
“She always wakes up early.”
Here, “always” shows that the action happens regularly. Adverbs of frequency generally come before the main verb but after the verb “to be.” They help provide clarity about the 


Set – 2


Q4. What are the different types of Sentences? Explain in detail using examples. 5*2
Ans 4.
Types of Sentences Based on Structure 
Simple Sentences
A simple sentence contains one independent clause with a subject and a verb. It expresses a complete thought and is the most basic form of sentence construction. For example: “The students laughed.” This sentence has only one idea and one clause. Although simple, such sentences play an important role in communication by providing clarity and directness. Simple sentences may also contain phrases but not additional clauses. For instance: “The boy 


Q5. What is intonation? Describe its types with examples. Discuss the difference between stress and intonation.  2+3+5	
Ans 5.
Meaning of Intonation 
Intonation refers to the rise and fall of the voice while speaking. It is an essential feature of spoken English that conveys meaning beyond words. Intonation helps express emotions, attitude, emphasis, and intentions. For example, the same sentence “You’re coming today” can sound like a question, a statement, or even a complaint depending on the speaker’s intonation. It guides listeners to interpret meaning correctly.
Types of Intonation 
Falling Intonation
Falling intonation occurs when the voice drops at the end of a sentence. It is commonly used 


Q6. Distinguish between homonyms, homophones, and homographs with examples. 10
Ans 6.
Homonyms, Homophones, and Homographs 
Homonyms
Homonyms are words that have the same spelling or pronunciation but different meanings. They create ambiguity unless understood through context. For example, the word “bat” may refer to a flying mammal or a cricket bat. Similarly, “bank” may mean a financial institution or the side of a river. Homonyms enrich the language but can confuse learners. They require 

	
	
	



